THE LESSONS OF THE MOSCOW UPRISING
the day is approaching when the force of events and the conditions of the struggle will compel us to separate enemies from friends according to this principle. We must not preach passivity, not mere "waiting" until the troops "come over." No! We must proclaim from the housetops the need for a bold offensive and a'rmed attack, the necessity at such times of exterminating the persons in command of the enemy, and of a mo'st energetic fight for the wavering troops.
The third great lesson taught by Moscow concerns tactics and the organization of the forces for insurrection. Military tactics are determined by the level of military technique. This plain truth was- dinned into the ears of the Marxists by Engels. Military technique today is not what it was in the middle of the nineteenth centurv. It would be
V
folly to contend against artillery in crowds and defend barricades with revolvers. Kautsky was right when he wrote that it is high time now, after Moscow, to revise Engels' conclusions, and that Moscow had inaugurated "new barricade tactics.'9 These tactics are the tactics of guerilla warfare. The organization required for such tacticsi is that of mobile and exceedingly! small units, units of ten, three or even two persons. We often meet Social-Democrats now who snigger whenever units of five or units ocf three are mentioned. But sniggering is only aj cheap way of ignoring the new question of tactics and organization called forth by street fighting under the conditions imposed by modern military technique. Study carefully the story of the Moscow uprising, gentlemen, and you will understand what cowngc-tion exists between "units of five" and the question of *'riew barricade tactics."
Moscow advanced these tactics, ibut failed to develop them far enough, to apply them to any considerable extent, to a really massi extent. There were too few units, the slogan of bold attack wa& not issued to the masses of the workers and they did not apply it; the guerilla detachments were too uniform in character, their arms and methods were